LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in Courtroom, Courthouse, Longford on Wednesday, 17th January 2007 

at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh,  Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, 

Martin Farrell, Sean O Fearghaile, 

Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peadar O Murchu, Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.

Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.

Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.




Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.


APOLOGY:


Councillor Seamus Butler.






MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Duffy family, Annaly Park, Longford on the death of their daughter, Ann.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cooney family, Greagh, Drumlish on the death of 

Mary Cooney.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Crowe family, Derawley, Drumlish on the death of 

Rita Crowe.

Councillor B. Steele proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Flynn family, Ballymahon on the death of 

Jimmy Flynn.

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McLoughlin family, Shanmullagh, Ballinamuck on the death of Mrs. McLaughlin.

Fire at Mulleadys Recycling Plant in Drumlish.

The Mayor and members conveyed best wishes to Anthony Mulleady following the fire which destroyed part of the plant at Mulleadys Recycling Plant in Drumlish on the 15th January and in which he sustained injuries.

The members paid tribute to Anthony Mulleady for the amount of employment which he has provided over the years.

Councillor Martin Mulleady thanked the members for their good wishes and complimented Mr. Roger Timlin and the Fire Services for their excellent work at the scene of the fire.

The County Manager also extended good wishes to Anthony Mulleady for a speedy recovery to full health.

Withdrawal of Bus Service to Tullamore and Mullingar Hospitals.

Councillor P. Nolan expressed concern regarding the decision taken by Bus Eireann to discontinue the buses which service Tullamore and Mullingar Hospitals.

Councillor Nolan asked that the Council’s representatives on the Regional Health Forum discuss this issue at their next meeting. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly informed the members that the next meeting of the Regional Health Forum is scheduled for the 19th February 2007 and he will bring this matter to the attention of the meeting.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Nevin seconded that the Council write to Mr. Eamon O Cuiv, T.D., Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and to the Health Service Executive requesting that a dedicated bus for the transport of patients to Tullamore and Mullingar hospitals be put in place.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor P. Murphy,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

15th November 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor M. Nevin,           

the Minutes of Special Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

28th November 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor L. Bannon,           

the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

11th December 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan,           

the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 

20th December 2006 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

WATER SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

Minutes of Water Services & Environmental Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 2nd October 2006.

The Minutes of Water Services & Environmental Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 2nd October 2006, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.

Progress Reports:-          

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that progress reports on Water Schemes in the County be included with this item in future.

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, updated the members as follows:-

Ardagh, Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes Sewerage

It is intended to procure the above scheme using three contracts as follows;

Contract 1
Collection network for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee

Contract 2
Collection network for Drumlish and Newtownforbes

Contract3
Treatment Plants for all the above schemes, procured through a design, build operate process

Contracts 1 and 2 are scheduled to be advertised in April 2007 with construction to start in June 2007. We are presently negotiating with landowners in Aughnacliffe and Ardagh for the purchase of sites for the treatment plants. When these are finalised the part 8 planning process can take place and will come before the Council.


The estimated cost of the scheme is now €8.3m with a local contribution of €1.7m. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has asked us to re-examine this figure. The annual running cost is presently estimated to be €350,000.

Longford Sewerage Phase 2

Approval has been received to prepare contract documents subject to the prior preparation of a local area plan for the area.    The planning section is presently preparing this plan.

The estimated cost is presently €4.6m with a local contribution of €2.76m. The level of contribution is high because the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has said the scheme will be funded as a serviced land initiative where a 60% local contribution is required.  This scheme is mainly located in the administrative area of Longford Town Council.  

While the Town Council will benefit from implementation of the scheme, the level of development levy for water services presently set by the elected members of that authority is not adequate to fund the local contribution required and the burden for funding it will eventually fall to non-domestic water users in the county and town and the local government fund.

Ballinamuck  Sewerage Scheme

Ballinamuck sewerage scheme is included in the 12 Village Sewerage Scheme feasibility study. This has been submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government seeking approval for funding to prepare contract documents. The estimated cost of the Ballinamuck scheme is €766,000.

Kenagh Sewerage Scheme

A feasibility report has been prepared and recommends the provision of a new treatment plant to treat the discharge to a high standard. This is necessary because of the characteristics of the receiving water. The estimated capital cost is €1,05m and the scheme has been included in the assessment of need submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. It is hoped that it will be included in the next water services investment programme for the year 2007-09 to be announced by the Department in 2007. 

Mr. Timlin replied to queries raised by the members regarding problems with various water mains in the County.

Proposed Bye-Laws for Cemeteries.

Mr. R. Timlin informed the meeting that the Draft Bye-Laws were reviewed by the Strategic Policy Committee and the Corporate Policy Group.  

A number of amendments were proposed by the members of the Corporate Policy Group and a copy of the updated Draft Bye-Laws was circulated with the Agenda for today’s meeting.
The amended document has been forwarded to Longford Town Council and Granard Town Council for consideration.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was agreed that the Draft Bye-Laws for Cemeteries go forward for public consultation.

Capital Programme for Cemeteries for 2007.

A report on the Capital Programme for Cemeteries for 2007 was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.

Mr. Timlin also referred to works carried out at Cemeteries under the National Disability Strategy 2006.

A survey on future grave space requirements in the County is at present being carried out.

Section 85 Agreement – Local Government Act 2001:-

On the proposal of Councillor A. Farrell seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following Agreement:-

“To resolve to enter into an agreement with Roscommon County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Roscommon County Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of Longford County Council in relation to the decommissioning of the Lanesborough Wastewater treatment plant and the design and construction of a pumping station to pump sewage flows across the river Shannon into the collection network at Ballyleague.  Additional works will include the extension and rehabilitation of the existing foul and storm water network collection systems and the construction of new pumping stations or rising main.  This project is part of the Roscommon County Council Sewerage Scheme and funded by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government”.
Notices of Motions.

Flooding at Springlawn.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell:-

“The flooding at Springlawn and surrounding areas has been apparent for the past ten years.   I ask this Council to outline the plan for work to alleviate the problem and to state a completion date.”

Mr. R. Timlin, Director of Services, informed the meeting that in September 1999, Nicholas O’Dwyer Consulting Engineers were commissioned by Longford County Council to undertake a study of the existing surface water drainage infrastructure in the South Eastern environs of Longford Town. This was done principally to consider the impact of a proposed reservoir development on the capacity of the drainage system. While the reservoir was found to have no impact, there were recommended improvements in the report to deal with increased flows caused by development in the catchment. The report recommended drainage improvements and these were estimated to cost €355,000 at that time.

Responsibility for this work was transferred to the County Council on Jan 1st 2004. The work at Springlawn is now estimated to cost €670,000 and it is estimated that it will take 3 months to complete from commencement of the contract. 

The Consultants will have to revise the study carried out in 1999 as considerable further development has taken place since then and the results of this further study may result in increased costs.

Funding is also an important issue. The Department of the Environment does not grant aid improvements to surface water drainage and this work will have to be funded from local sources. The work was included in the development levy scheme submitted to the Town Council. However the elected members reduced the element attributable to water services when they adopted the scheme and consequently the funding available from this source is not adequate. 

Because of this the major element of the cost will have to be carried by the County Council as it has legal responsibility and housing development on County Council lands has contributed to the problem.

The consultants have been appointed to update the original study and will report back in eight weeks.

Fire Station in Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride:-

“What is the up-to-date position with respect to the Fire Station in Edgeworthstown?”

The Council has provided a site on the Longford Road and a feasibility study was submitted in June 2006 to the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government. When this is approved the Council will then appoint a design team to draw up detailed plans for the new station.

Councillor J. Coyle proposed  and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that a small deputation from the Council meet with Mr. Batt O’Keeffe, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government when he is in Granard on the 8th February 2007 to officially open the Fire Station.

New Cemetery at Legan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Bannon and seconded by Councillor B. Steele:-

“That Longford County Council provide the Council with an update as to when works will commence on developing the New Cemetery at Legan, as this Cemetery facility is urgently needed.”

The planning process is complete and the land transfer will be completed in the next few weeks. Contract documents are presently being drawn up and will be advertised for tender early in 2007.

Carrickedmond Graveyard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor B. Steele:-

“Could I have an update on developments in relation to the Graveyard in Carrickedmond.”

Mr. Timlin stated that while there is adequate capacity in this parish, it is the intention of Longford County Council under its Capital Programme of Works for Cemeteries 2007 to investigate the possibility of acquiring additional lands and developing a new cemetery extension and entrance that would also deal with road safety issues at this cemetery.  

Collection of Farm Plastics.

Councillor S. Farrell complimented the officials of the Council who were involved with the collection of farm plastics, particularly Mr. Gary Brady, Environmental Awareness Officer.

It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to the owners of the properties who provided collection points.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND

 ROAD SAFETY POLICY.

Revised policy regarding Road Opening Licences.

It was noted that the members of the County Council had requested a number of changes to the Draft document which was presented at the November meeting.

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, outlined the amendments which have now been incorporated into the document.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded that the period of responsibility for the maintenance of a road opening be extended to twelve months, after written notification of completion.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the revised policy regarding Road Opening Licences.

Hedgecutting.

Mayor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that an advertisement be placed on Shannonside Radio outlining the deadline for cutting hedges.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN AND RURAL RENEWAL, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL POLICIES AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS.

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 

25th September 2006

Minutes of Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee  Meeting held on the 

25th September 2006, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Draft Polling Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the Polling Scheme, as circulated to the members.

Sub-committee – Review County Development Plan.

The membership of the Sub-Committee to commence the review of the County Development Plan to be confirmed at the February meeting of the Council.

Information and Communication Technology Committee.

Any member who is interested in being a member of the Information and Communication Technology Committee to give his/her name to Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services.

Notices of Motions:

Embargo on Staffing Numbers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon:-

“The provision of Better Local Government consistently being referred to by the Minister cannot be delivered until the embargos on staffing numbers is lifted.   I am calling on this Council to inform the Minister that it is hypocrisy and misleading to the public to keep issuing directives requiring extra work and not allowing extra staff to be engaged.”

It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the staffing embargo be lifted.

Lands  Zoned for Industrial Use in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill:-

“I propose to retain lands zoned for industrial use in Ballymahon Area Plan.”

Mr. F. Sheridan stated that a process has commenced regarding the variation to the Ballymahon Area Plan and submissions have been received in this regard.  

The members for the area will have an opportunity to consider these submissions in the normal course of reviewing the Local Area Plan.

Disposal of Site at Townspark, Athlone Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of site containing 0.208 hectares at Townspark, Athlone Road, Longford  to Seamus Reilly and his wife, Margaret Reilly along with Michael Reilly and his wife, Eibhlin Reilly and Patrick Reilly in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 2nd January 2007.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims 

It was noted that  three Public Liability Claims had been received by the Council during  the months of November and December 2006.

Group Personal Accident Insurances – Elected Members.

Memorandum received from Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding Group Personal Accident Insurance – Schemes A and B – Elected Members, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Statutory Audit Report for year ended 31st December 2005.

The Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2005, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Notice of Motion.

Grants to Voluntary Bodies and Organisations.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor G. Brady:-

“As a reform of the current policy regarding allocation of monies under the “Grants to Voluntary Bodies and Organisations, I wish to propose the following:-

“That each member of Longford County Council be allocated the sum of €5,000 to give to local voluntary organisation(s).”
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was agreed that a report be prepared on the “Grants to Voluntary Bodies” Scheme and that a Special Finance Committee meeting be held to consider same.

Revised arrangements for Allowances for expenses incurred by elected members of local authorities.

Circular Letter LG 33/06 dated 21st December 2006 received from the Local Government Policy Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding “Revised arrangements for Allowances for expenses incurred by elected members of local authorities”, which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006.

Circular Letter Fin 01/07, dated 5th January 2007, received from the Local Government Finance Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that the Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 be referred to the Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal Cultural and Recreational Policy Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.

HOUSING AND SOCIAL POLICY, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY.

Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 16th October 2006.

The Minutes of Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 16th October 2006 , which had been circulated to the members, was noted.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the previous meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Progress Report on E.S.B. connections.

The Director of Services informed the meeting that there are no housing developments waiting connection.  

Disposal of Freehold Interest.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor  M. Nevin,              it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of the following dwellings in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 24th November 2006:-

· Ms. Stella Coen, 18, The Demesne, Longford.

· Ms. Maria Keelty, 48, The Demesne, Longford.

· Mr. Patrick J. and Margaret Daly, Rathcronan, Granard, Co. Longford.

Policy for Taking in Charge of Housing Estates.

Councillor A. Mitchell, Chairperson of the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee outlined the details of the Policy for Taking in Charge of Housing Estates.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Nevin seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Policy for Taking in Charge of Housing Estates, as circulated to the members.

Notices of Motions:

Telecommunication Masts in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor S. Farrell:-

“That this Council requests Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to fund the listing of all masts in the County and the number of co-locating of antennas on those structures.   To furnish this Council with  output from those structures and a cover statement from a professional to the effect that all are in compliance with EU Regulations.

It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Affordable Housing Scheme for Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Coyle and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly

“Can we, in Edgeworthstown, have a scheme of Affordable Housing.”

Mr. J. Clarke, Director of Services, stated that Affordable Housing Schemes are provided in the County in accordance with the demand for same in any particular area.

He agreed to investigate Councillor Coyle’s request for the provision of an Affordable Housing Scheme in Edgeworthstown.

Disposal of Plot of Ground at Tromra Road, Granard, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly,         it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the disposal of plot of ground comprising 4,800 sq. ft. at Tromra Road, Granard, Co. Longford to Canice Dunphy in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 4th January 2007.
CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter dated 14th November 2006 received from Mr. Frank Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer, South Dublin County Council, regarding the provision of a Flyover on the N4 at the Lucan-Newcastle junction, on lanes going west was noted.

Letter dated 28th November 2006 received from the National Roads Authority in relation to the N4 Lucan-Newcastle junction and the M4 Kilcock-Kinnegad Scheme was noted.

Letter dated 17th November 2006 received from the Office of Minister Éamon Ó Cuiv, Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, regarding an invitation to address a meeting of Longford County Council was noted.

Letter dated 23rd November 2006 received from Roads and Local Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding driving instruction and lessons to be included on the curriculum of second level schools was noted.

Letter dated 5th December 2006 received from the Office of the Minister for Transport regarding driving instruction and lessons to be included on the curriculum of second level schools was noted.

Letter dated 24th November 2006 received from Mr. Tom Parlon, T.D., Minister of State, regarding maintenance of River Black that flows through Abbeylara was noted.

Letter dated 28th November 2006 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the N5 Longford Bypass was noted.

Letter dated 6th December 2006 received from Iarnrod Eireann in relation to the date of delivery of new InterCity type railcars for the Sligo line was noted.

Restructuring of Directorates.

The County Manager informed the members that a restructuring of Directorates will be implemented from the 1st March 2007.

A letter will issue to the members outlining the details of the revised areas of responsibility, including details of Directors and Senior Staff assigned accordingly.

Conferences.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor M. Kilbride-Harkin,     the following Conferences were considered suitable for attendance by Members of the Council:-

(i) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Spring Seminar.

9th and 10th February 2007.

Brandon Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry.




(ii) LAMA Awards.

Local Government – Principals, Practice and Success.

19th and 20th January 2007.

The Burlington Hotel, Dublin.

(iii) Mid-West Regional Authority.

13th Annual Conference – “Implementing the NDP 2007–2013 – 

The Role of the Regions.”

15th and 16th February 2007.

Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick.

(iv) Antrim Tourism Conference.

“Food for Thought”

2nd and 3rd February 2007.

Dunadry Hotel & Country Club, Muckamore, Dunadry,

Co. Antrim.

(v) UCC Commerce Society.

“Ireland – 25 Years Overcoming Barriers:

Progression or Paralysis from here?”

18th January 2007.

Clarion Hotel, Cork.

(vi) National Association of Councillors.

“Delivering Safer Communities”

12th, 13th and 14th January 2007.

Monkbar Hotel, York.

(vii) Kadenza Consultancies.

“The Local Government Planning Service”

1st, 2nd and 3rd February 2007.

Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.

(viii) Cumann Merriman.

Merriman Winter School 2007.

26th – 28th January 2007.

Hotel Westport, Westport, Co. Mayo.

(ix) TJK Conferences Ltd.

Planning Seminar for Councillors.

17th February 2007.

Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee.

(x) National Association of Councillors.

“Cleaner & Greener – Improving Local Environments.”

16th, 17th & 18th February 2007.

Carlton Hotel, Blackpool.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st February 2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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